K What s the matter with water dripping in
% SOLAR o front of the photovoltaic panel

How do PV panels affect water quality?

Large areas of PV panels cast shadows on the water surface and thus can reduce light availability to
waterbodies,and floating materials on the water surface reduce contact between the air and waterbody,which
may lead to reductions in water temperature and dissolved oxygenl17,18. These changes might impact aquatic
organisms.

How does water affect a PV module?

Once water comes into the PV module,the accumulated moisture within the module in the presence of other
climatic stressors can lead to all forms of degradation modesin PV modul€'s components and other packaging
materials (Ballif et al.,2014,Kudriavtsev et al.,2019,Wohlgemuth and Kempe,2013).

How does a PV panel cooling system work?

For PV panel cooling,the hydrogel-attached PV panel was directly mounted on a home-made polystyrene
frame and the water evaporated from the hydrogel was released directly into the ambient air. For PV panel
cooling with water collection,an additional condensation chamber was attached to cover the hydrogel and
collect the released water.

Does PV pandl affect overland flow?

4.1. The effect of PV panel on overland flow The rainfall experiment results showed that the PV panel did not
have remarkable influenceon runoff volume and peak discharge rate at the slope outlet,although the PV panel
on the slope blocked part of the raindrops during rainfall and created concentrated water drops at the lower
edge of the panel.

How do PV panels affect rainfall?

The raindrops intercepted by PV panels during rainfall will concentrate along the lower edges of PV panels
and fall onto ground surface,causing heterogeneous spatial distribution of rainfall(Barron-Gafford et
al.,2019,Jahanfar et al.,2019). Some researches indicated that runoff in slopes or hillslopes can be increased by
PV panels.

Does a photovoltaic panel reduce runoff and sediment in a slope?

The impact of a photovoltaic (PV) panel on runoff and sediment in a slope was tested. The key impact of the
PV panel is preventing soil detachment by raindrop impacts. The PV panel slope produced 27 %-63 % less
soil erosion than the control slope. The PV panel delayed runoff start time under rainfall with heavy rainfall
intensities.
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