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How does photovoltaic (PV) technology work?

Photovoltaic (PV) materials and devices convert sunlight into electrical energy. What is photovoltaic (PV)

technology and how does it work? PV materials and devices convert sunlight into electrical energy. A single

PV device is known as a cell. An individual PV cell is usually small,typically producing about 1 or 2 watts of

power.

 

What is a photovoltaic system?

A photovoltaic system converts the Sun's radiation,in the form of light,into usable electricity. It comprises the

solar array and the balance of system components.

 

What is a photovoltaic (PV) cell?

A photovoltaic (PV) cell,commonly called a solar cell,is a nonmechanical device that converts sunlight

directly into electricity. Some PV cells can convert artificial light into electricity. Sunlight is composed of

photons,or particles of solar energy.

 

What is a grid-connected photovoltaic system?

A grid-connected photovoltaic system,or grid-connected PV system is an electricity generating solar PV

power system that is connected to the utility grid. A grid-connected PV system consists of solar panels,one or

several inverters,a power conditioning unit and grid connection equipment.

 

What are new photovoltaic technologies?

Solar cell researchers at NREL and elsewhere are also pursuing many new photovoltaic  technologies--such as

solar cells made from organic materials,quantum dots,and hybrid organic-inorganic materials(also known as

perovskites). These next-generation technologies may offer lower costs,greater ease of manufacture,or other

benefits.

 

What is a third type of photovoltaic technology?

A third type of photovoltaic technology is named after the elements that compose them. III-V solar cellsare

mainly constructed from elements in Group III--e.g.,gallium and indium--and Group  V--e.g.,arsenic and

antimony--of the periodic table. These solar cells are generally  much more expensive to manufacture than

other technologies.
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Solar Photovoltaic Technology Basics. Solar cells, also called photovoltaic cells, convert sunlight directly into

electricity. Photovoltaics (often shortened as PV) gets its name from the process of converting light (photons)

to electricity ...

OverviewEtymologyHistorySolar cellsPerformance and degradationManufacturing of PV

systemsEconomicsGrowthPhotovoltaics (PV) is the conversion of light into electricity using semiconducting

materials that exhibit the photovoltaic effect, a phenomenon studied in physics, photochemistry, and

electrochemistry. The photovoltaic effect is commercially used for electricity generation and as photosensors.

A photovoltaic system employs solar modules, each comprising a number of solar cells
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