
Standard requirements for photovoltaic
panel roof installation

Can photovoltaic panels be installed on a building roof?

The installation of photovoltaic panels on a building roof or integral with a building roof also raises other code

issues(e.g.,roof loading,wind loading,fire ratings,weather tightness,mounting systems,roof

penetrations,etc.),which may also be relevant for systems mounted on or integral to a wall.

 

What conditions should a roof support a photovoltaic panel system?

Roof structures that support photovoltaic panel systems shall be designed to resist each of the following

conditions: 1. Applicable uniform and concentrated roof loads with the photovoltaic panel system dead loads.

 

What are the requirements for solar panels on a low-slope roof?

Ballasted, unattached PV systems on low-slope roofs have to meet seven conditions to comply with seismic

load requirements in Section 13.6.12. For low-profile systems, the height of the center of mass of any panel

above the roof surface must be less than half the least spacing in plan of the panel supports, but in no case

greater than 3 feet.

 

What are solar photovoltaic design guidelines?

In addition to the IRC and IBC,the Structural Engineers Association of California (SEAOC) has published

solar photovoltaic (PV) design guidelines,which provide specific recommendations for solar array installations

on low-slope roofs3.

 

What are the NFPA requirements for solar PV systems?

The electrical portion of solar PV systems shall be installed in accordance with NFPA 70. CS512.2 (IFC

1204.2) Access and pathways. Roof access,pathways,and spacing requirements shall be provided in

accordance with Sections CS512.2.1 (IFC 1204.2.1) through CS512.3.3 (IFC 1204.3.3).

 

Is there a minimum roof age for solar panel installation?

While there is no strict minimum roof agefor solar panel installation,newer roofs built with modern materials

and properly maintained are generally better candidates.

This blog will aim to answer several questions related to evaluating solar panel damage and liability claims

such as whether the code has information on solar panel loading and requirements (spoiler alert - yes!) and

when and where a ...
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