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What is molten salt storage in concentrating solar power plants?

At the end of 2019 the worldwide power generation capacity from molten salt storage in concentrating solar

power (CSP) plants was 21 GWh el. This article gives an overview of molten salt storage in CSP and new

potential fields for decarbonization such as industrial processes, conventional power plants and electrical

energy storage.

 

How molten salts are used in thermal energy storage?

The heat from a heat-generating process is transferred to a heat transfer media and can be extracted later using

a secondary power cycle. There are several types of facilities that use thermal energy storage with molten

salts,such as concentrated solar power plants(CSP plants) or nuclear hybrid energy systems (NHES).

 

How molten salts are used in solar power plants?

Most of the operational plants have integrated a storage unitusing molten salts as the storage media,one uses

combined steam/oil (Dahan Power Plant),another just steam (Khi Solar One) and one a ceramic heat sink

(J&#252;lich Solar Tower).

 

What types of facilities use thermal energy storage with molten salts?

There are several types of facilities that use thermal energy storage with molten salts,such as concentrated

solar power plants (CSP plants) or nuclear hybrid energy systems (NHES). A CSP plant is a power production

facility that uses a broad array of reflectors or lenses to concentrate solar energy onto a small receiver.

 

Can molten salt storage be used as a peaking power plant?

Drost proposed a coal fired peaking power plant using molten salt storagein 1990 112. Conventional power

plant operation with a higher flexibility using TES was examined in research projects (e.g.,BMWi funded

projects FleGs 0327882 and FLEXI-TES 03ET7055).

 

What are molten salt systems?

Molten salt systems involve many radiological and chemistry challenges. Many unique technologies have

been designed for molten salt systems. The technology readiness level for power cycle coupling is lower for

molten salt systems. The primary uses of molten salt in energy technologies are in power production and

energy storage.
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