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What are solar photovoltaic design guidelines?

In addition to the IRC and IBC,the Structural Engineers Association of California (SEAOC) has published
solar photovoltaic (PV) design guidelines,which provide specific recommendations for solar array installations
on low-slope roofs3.

How did ASCE 7-16 affect solar panels?

ASCE 7-16 introduced substantial increases in the component and cladding pressure coefficients used to
calculate wind pressure in various wind zones. This change had a big impact on rooftop systems. ASCE 7-16
defines the weight of solar panels,their support system,and ballast as dead load.

Is ASCE 7-22 areference standard for PV systems?

In addition,he drew attention to notable code development issues affecting various configurations of PV
systems,including rooftop and ground-mount systems,and shared several resources for more information. The
2024 edition of the IBC and IRC,due to be published later this year,will include ASCE 7-22 as a referenced
standard.
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