
Research on the current status of solar
power generation technology

What is the future of solar energy?

The Future of Solar Energy considers only the two widely recognized classes of technologies for converting

solar energy into electricity -- photovoltaics (PV) and concentrated solar power (CSP), sometimes called solar

thermal) -- in their current and plausible future forms.

 

Is solar energy a future energy resource?

The utilization of renewable energy as a future energy resource is drawing significant attention worldwide.

The contribution of solar energy (including concentrating solar power (CSP) and solar photovoltaic (PV)

power) to global electricity production, as one form of renewable energy sources, is generally still low, at

3.6%.

 

Are solar photovoltaics ready to power a sustainable future?

Nat. Energy 3,515-527 (2018). Victoria,M. et al. Solar photovoltaics is ready to power a sustainable future.

Joule vol. 5 1041-1056 (Cell Press,2021). Nemet,G. How solar energy became cheap: a model for low-carbon

innovation. (Taylor &Francis,2019). Rogers,E. Diffusion of Innovations. (Free Press,2003). Farmer,J. D.

&Lafond,F.

 

How has the solar PV industry evolved in recent years?

The evolution of the solar PV industry so far has been remarkable, with several milestones achieved in recent

years in terms of installations (including off-grid), cost reductions and technological advancements, as well as

establishment of key solar energy associations  (Figure  5).

 

Are solar energy uptake rates underestimated?

Historical projections of energy generation have consistently underestimated uptake rates of solar

energy16,17. For example,only a year after the publication of the 2020 World Energy Outlook (WEO),the

IEA's "Stated policies scenario" has been revised strongly in favour of solar energy.

 

What is the contribution of solar energy to global electricity production?

While the contribution of solar energy to global electricity production remains generally low at 3.6%,it has

firmly established itself among other renewable energy technologies,comprising nearly 31% of the total

installed renewable energy capacity in 2022 (IRENA,2023).

The Future of Solar Energy considers only the two widely recognized classes of technologies for converting

solar energy into electricity -- photovoltaics (PV) and concentrated solar power (CSP), sometimes called solar

thermal) -- in their ...
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