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What is solar thermal power generation?

Harnessing solar energy for electric power generation is one of the growing technologies which provide a

sustainable solution to the severe environmental issues such as climate change, global warming, and pollution.

This chapter deals with the solar thermal power generation based on the line and point focussing solar

concentrators.

 

What is solar thermal energy?

Solar thermal energy (STE) is a form of energy and a technology for harnessing solar energy to generate

thermal energy for use in industry, and in the residential and commercial sectors. Solar thermal collectors are

classified by the United States Energy Information Administration as low-, medium-, or high-temperature

collectors.

 

What is a solar thermal power plant?

Solar thermal power plants are active systems,and while there are a few types,there are a few basic

similarities: Mirrors reflect and concentrate sunlight,and receivers collect that solar energy and convert it into

heat energy. A generator can then be used to produce electricity from this heat energy.

 

Is solar thermal energy a suitable solution for process heat applications?

Heat energy is preferred as compared to electrical energy to meet the energy requirement of various

applications in the process industries. Therefore, the solar thermal energy system is considered to be one of the

attractive solutions for producing thermal energy for process heat applications.

 

How to integrate solar thermal energy systems with industrial processes?

The integration of solar thermal energy systems with the industrial processes mainly depends on the local solar

radiation, availability of land, conventional fuel prices, quality of steam required, and flexibility of system

integration with the existing process.

 

What are the industrial applications of solar thermal energy?

In this article, an extensive review of various solar thermal energy technologies and their industrial

applications are presented. The following industries are covered: power generation, oil and gas, pulp & paper,

textile, food processing & beverage, pharmaceutical, leather, automotive, and metal industries.
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