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Can agrivoltaic projects benefit farmers?

Agrivoltaic projects can benefit farmersby giving them a second crop: electric power. Or,farmers can pick up
some extra cash by leasing their land to power companies that will install their own solar panels on the site.
Although the idea behind agrivoltaics has been around for decades,interest among farmers has picked up only
recently.

What is agrivoltaic farming?

Here's all you need to know about 'agrivoltaic farming' Agrivoltaic farming uses the shaded space underneath
solar panelsto grow crops. This article was updated on 28 October 2022. Agrivoltaic farming is the practice of
growing crops underneath solar panels. Scientific studies show some crops thrive when grown in this way.

How agrivoltaic systems can help farmersin East Africa?

Elsawhere,agrivoltaic systems in East Africa are allowing farmers to make better use of land that was
previously seen as unviable. An Agrivoltaic farming project in Kenyais using solar panels held several metres
off the ground,with gaps in between them. The shade from the panels protects vegetables from heat stress and
water |oss.

Could agrivoltaic farming be a solution?

Agrivoltaic farming could be a solutionto not just one but both of these problems. It uses the shaded space
underneath solar panels to grow crops. This increases land-use efficiency,as it lets solar farms and agriculture
share ground,rather than making them compete against one another.

Should agrivoltaic planners put solar over afarm?

Or farm first, and put solar over it?' If farming is the main priority, she says, then the solar panels may need to
be spaced farther apart and possibly be raised higher. Such changes could potentialy limit how much
electricity those farm fields generate. And agrivoltaic planners may need to treat the soil, Macknick says.

What are agrivoltaic projects?

Agrivoltaic projects bring together farms and solar energy production. Photovoltaic panels can sit atop fields
of forage grasses for livestock,such as these sheep. Have feedback on the audio version of this story? Let us
know!

Agrivoltaics - the co-location of solar energy installations and agriculture beneath or between rows of
photovoltaic panels - has the potential to help ease this land-use conflict. To address climate change, the
Biden-Harris ...

Agrivoltaics pairs solar with agriculture, creating energy and providing space for crops, grazing, and native
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habitats under and between panels. NREL studies economic and ecological tradeoffs of agrivoltaic systems.
To meet renewable ...

Contact usfor free full report
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