
Eight major hazards of rooftop
photovoltaic panels

Can a roof-mounted photovoltaic system cause a fire?

Fires on roof-mounted photovoltaic (PV) systems are rare. When they do happen,however,a combination of

electrical hazards,combustible components and limited access can result in significant losses. As the

technology becomes more common,this paper discusses how building owners and occupiers should approach

and minimise the risks of PV systems.

 

Are rooftop PV systems a fire hazard?

Fire safety concerns include electrical ignition sources,combustible loading,and challenges for manual

firefighting. Numerous fire incidents have occurredinvolving industrial and commercial building rooftop PV

systems.

 

Are PV panels a fire risk?

hich is in line with findings by Kristensen and Jomaas (2018).KEY T EAWAYS:The fire risk with PV panels

on roofs is larger than without panels.Assessing the fire safety of a PV installation must be done on the system

level be ause individual elements do not necessarily present the risk comprehensively. However,the true risk

emer

 

Can a PV system cause a roof fire?

PV systems increase both the probability and the consequence of a roof fire. In addition,a PV system on a roof

will cause a change in firefighting tactics because they create a substantial physical hindrance and because

precautions have to be made when

 

Are roof-mounted PV systems a fire risk control system?

Roof mounted PV systems frequently remain outside the scope of traditional risk control systemssuch as

building sprinklers and fire detection. There is little comparable data on fire and roof-mounted PV systems.

The US National Fire Data Center does not track PV-fires,filing them under 'other' causes.

 

Can rooftop PV systems prevent fires?

Numerous fire incidents have occurred involving industrial and commercial building rooftop PV systems. The

key to preventing fires is high quality design, installation and testing in accordance with applicable electrical

codes and minimizing the combustible loading.

Tech Talk 8: Understanding the fire hazards of photovoltaic systems. Risk advisory | August 2018. As energy

costs rise, solar power is becoming a fast growing energy source. Roof tops of industrial and commercial

buildings are ...
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