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Does the orientation of photovoltaic
= SOLAR mo. panels affect the current

Why is the orientation of a solar panel important?

Figure 1. The orientation of a solar panel is important in ensuring its power output is maximized. Some solar
panels track the Sun whereas some,like the one above,are fixed in their angle. The placement and orientation
of solar panelsisjust asimportant as which type of solar panel is used in agiven situation.

What is the optimal tilt angle of photovoltaic solar panels?

The optimal tilt angle of photovoltaic solar panels is that the surface of the solar panel faces the Sun
perpendicularly. However,the angle of incidence of solar radiation varies during the day and during different
times of the year.

Why do solar panels have different angles?

Some PV ingtallers and also researchers claim,that a variation of those angles can therefore contribute to
smoothen out the feed-in of RESwhich can help to reduce profile costsin the long run. The tilt angle of a solar
panel can shift production between summer and winter while the azimuth angle shifts production throughout
the day.

Should thetilt angle of PV panels be changed during the year?
It was found that the tilt angle of PV panels must be changedduring the season of the year to increase the total
energy production of PV systems by at least 6.38%.

Doestilt angle affect photovoltaic system performance?

Photovoltaic (PV) system's performance is significantly affectedby its orientation and tilt angle. Experimental
investigation (indoor and outdoor) has been carried out to trace the variation in PV performance and electrical
parameters at varying tilt anglesin Malaysian conditions.

Do solar panelsfollow the Sun?

Some solar arrays follow the Sunusing solar tracking systems which significantly increase energy production.
The following sections refer only to fixed' or non-tracking systems. In the northern hemisphere,the general
rule for solar panel placement is,solar panels should face true south (and in the southern,true north).
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