
Design specification for photovoltaic
support on steep slopes

What are solar photovoltaic design guidelines?

In addition to the IRC and IBC,the Structural Engineers Association of California (SEAOC) has published

solar photovoltaic (PV) design guidelines,which provide specific recommendations for solar array installations

on low-slope roofs3.

 

What are the considerations for PV array layout & slope?

Here are some essential considerations for array layout and slope: Spacing between PV panels:Adequate

spacing is necessary not only to avoid shading but also for ventilation,maintenance access,and cooling of the

panels. Additionally,sufficient space must be left for wiring and conduit routing.

 

How do I calculate the structural load of solar panels on a roof?

To calculate the structural load of solar panels on a roof, several factors must be considered, including the

number and weight of the panels, the weight of the mounting system and components, and any additional

loads from wind, snow, or seismic events.

 

What are the structural requirements for solar panels?

Structural requirements for solar panels are crucial to ensure their durability, safety, and efficient performance.

These requirements vary depending on the type of installation, such as rooftop or ground-mounted systems, as

well as the specific location and environmental factors.

 

Is there a minimum roof age for solar panel installation?

While there is no strict minimum roof agefor solar panel installation,newer roofs built with modern materials

and properly maintained are generally better candidates.

 

What are the design and engineering requirements for solar panels?

These requirements vary depending on the type of installation,such as rooftop or ground-mounted systems,as

well as the specific location and environmental factors. Proper design and engineering of solar panel structures

must take into account several factors,such as wind loads,snow loads,and seismic forces.
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