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Are solar thermal power plants controllable?

Since power generation can be flexibly adapted to demand,solar thermal power plants are referred to as
controllable power plants. Solar therma power plants have an additional advantage. If there is little solar
radiation for several days due to the weather,they can be operated in hybrid mode.

What is concentrated solar power (CSP) & thermal energy storage (TES)?

Concentrated solar power (CSP) is a promising technology to generate electricity from solar energy. Thermal
energy storage (TES) is a crucia element in CSP plants for storing surplus heat from the solar field and
utilizing it when needed.

Why are solar thermal power plants important?

Since solar thermal power plants can feed their electricity into the power grid even after sunset,they are of
particular value for an energy system based on renewable energy sources. Solar thermal power plants are of
strategic importance in sunny countries to be able to phase out coal and gas power plantsin the future.

Can thermal energy storage be used in solar power plants?

Thermal energy storage (TES) with phase change materials (PCM) in solar power plants (CSP). Concept and
plant performance C.S. Turchi, M.J. Wagner, and C.F. Kutscher, "Water use in parabolic trough power plants:
summary results from WorleyParsons analyses,” 2010. [Onling].

What is a solar thermal power plant?

Since steam turbines can only be operated economically above a certain minimum size, today's solar thermal
power plants have rated outputs in the range of 50 to 200 megawatts. The main difference to a conventional
steam power plant isthe solar field, which supplies the heat for the steam generator.

How will solar thermal power plants affect the future electricity mix?

The rapid expansion of the capacities of solar thermal power plants and the grid services available as a result
will enable growing proportions of photovoltaic (PV) and wind energyin the future electricity mix. Andasol 3
solar thermal power plant in the province of Granada,Spain. Image: Marquesado Solar 1.
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