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Do defects affect the reliability and degradation of photovoltaic modules?

This review paper aims to evaluate the impact of defects on the reliability and degradation of photovoltaic
(PV) modules during outdoor exposure. A comprehensive analysis of existing literature was conducted to
identify the primary causes of degradation and failure modes in PV modules, with a particular focus on the
effect of defects.

What causes PV module degradation?
More often,material interactions with the encapsulantare a root cause for PV module degradation.

How to detect faults and failuresin PV cells and modules?

There are various approaches used for detection of faults and failures in PV cells and modules. These
approaches are based on visual inspection, electrical measurements, electromagnetic radiations measurements,
and imaging techniques. 6.1. Visual inspection methods

What causes a PV module to break?

The glass cover of some PV modules may break or cells in the laminate may break due to vibrations and
shocks. In the former case it is easy to attribute the glass breakage to the transportation or installation. Thisis
clearly no PV module failure. However,the cause of cell breakage is much more difficult to decide.

What causes a PV panel to deteriorate?

As manufacturer suggestions,a panel is degraded when its power reaches below 80% of itsinitial power. 110
Several factors such as temperature,humidity,irradiation,mechanical shockare responsible for the deterioration
of PV panels. 110,111 Table 4 presents different reasons for panel degradation.

Why do PV modules deteriorate after installation?

It happens only few years after system installation and gradually degrades the performance of PV module.
This degradation shows exponential growth. This occurs due to presence of stray currents in ungrounded PV
systems. The modules with negative voltage or positive voltage to ground are exposed to this degradation.

The visua assessment is a straightforward method and the first step to detect some failures or defects,
particularly on PV modules. Visual monitoring alows one to observe most external stress cases on PV
devices. Besides, this...

This paper develops a failure mode and effects analysis (FMEA) methodology to assess the reliability of and

risk associated with polycrystalline PV panels. Generalized severity, occurrence, and detection rating criteria
are...
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